Decatur native starts biodiesel business, and stays involved with ballooning as a sponsor of Jubilee 05/27/2007 10:49 AM

WA
~ -
THE DAILY

) - -
PHOTO GALLERY

wsenve  THE DECATUR DAILY
online edition Ln”ng TOday-

HOME PAGE SUNDAY, MAY 27, 2007

NEWS
SPORTS LIVING TODAY HOME ARCHIVES COLUMNS

LIVING TODAY
CLASSIFIEDS

OBITUARIES
Leave feedback

- Decatur native starts on this or

BOOKS
BUSINESS another

biodieselbusinessand stays <o

CURRENT
DIVERSIONS

Involved with ballooning as  emai this page

HAPPENINGS
OPINION

a sponsorof Jubilee

ARCHIVES
COMMUNITY

FEEDBACK :
— By Patrice Stewart

CUSTOMER CARE pstewart@decaturdaily.co@B40-2446

TV LISTINGS

Mavenea Az While Drew Gentrycrewsfor balloonsthat usepropanegas, 6_, {

DAILY POLL his newbusinesgocuseson afuel that mayhelpreduce R > Flay
United Statesdependencen foreignoil.

Sfame Contral Texas
Sunday in PARADE|| Gentry,a Decaturnativewho lives in Huntsville, andfellow E ® Play
studentJustinAnthony fromBirmingham,both 22, recently
foundedtheir company EnerSight Fuel$nc., to produce
biodieselfuel.
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Dag Phensy . Biodieselis madefrom renewablesourcesuchassoybeans,
e oils andfats. It doesnot containpetroleumputit canbe
- blendedwith regulardieselfuel andcanrunin any diesel
enginebuilt after 1993. With someadjustmentsplder
enginescanusebiodieseltoo.

for bonus
jeatures Gentryand Anthony, bothof whom recentlycompleted
classedor degreesrom The University of Alabamain
Huntsville, believetheir companywill helpthe environment,

lower carbondioxide emissionsindreducefuel prices.

After monthsof researchon biodieselhndthe costs, markets
andrelatedissuesthey put togethera businesgplan.
GentryOmajorin businessand marketingand AnthonyOs
chemicalengineeringstudiesgavethem theskills they
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neededo be acceptedy theHuntsville businessncubator,
BizTech,in January.

Now theyhavean office at the businessncubatorandare
networkingandlearningfrom potentialinvestorsand others
with businesexperiencedo helprefine their ideas.That
helpedthem decidanot to useagriculturalstocks suctas
soybeanswhich havegoneup in price,to maketheir fuel.

Instead theywill partnerwith Xenerga,an Orlandofirm
that will, for a percentag®f profits, install processing
equipmentfor thelocationEnerSight selecteith Putnam
Industrial Parkin Madison, trainstaff and sell them fuel
stockfrom wasteoils. XenergaOsubsidiaryhasalready
built 136 biodieseplantsaroundthe world andis aboutto
openits first turn-key plant inFlorida

Gentrysaidwork to install the processnachineryshould
startwithin the next60 days.

Olexpectto havebiodieselcoming fromour plant by Oct.
1,0he said,andit could showup atthe fuel pumpsat your
favorite gasstation,labeledB20 for 20 percenbiodiesel
(and 80 percentegulardiesel).

OweOwalreadylocatedenoughcustomersor the outputof
the plant aftertalking to areapetroleumcustomers, Qe said.

EnerSightOglant shouldoroduce5 million gallonsa year,
running24 hoursa day, sevendaysa week,while his
numbersshowthat 73 milliongallonsof dieselfuel were
consumedn Morgan,Madison and.imestonecountiesin
2006. Theclosestsimilar plant isin ManchesterTenn.,

OTherareno tankfarmsin Huntsville; itOsall truckedin
from Birmingham,@entrysaid.OTheplanis to intercept80
percentfull trucksastheyarrive from Birminghamandtop
them offwith biodiesel WeOlusean injectionblending
system.O

Federaltax breaksareavailablefor companiedike
EnerSight that makalternativefuels available andthe
Alabamalegislatureis consideringoreakssuchasa nickel a
gallon incentivefor schoolsystemausingbiodieselfor their
buses.

Beforehe and Anthony incorporatetheir businesdast
August,Gentry,a 2003 graduatef DecaturHigh School,
had plannedto usehis businessand marketingskills in some
type of managemenb.
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Olévalwaysbgengood withpeople andthis wasjust a
perfectoutlet,Che said.

While his companycanOiuel the balloons,it is a Jubilee
sponsorandis providing biodieselfor lights andfood
vendorsthis weekend.
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